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WHO AM I?



SARAH MORRISON

▸ Currently Support Shadow of Z’ha’dum with 1Password 

▸ Technology & Communications Director for SLA Toronto 
(and the Webmaster, and the Courier Editor…) 

▸ MLIS from FIMS @ Western 

▸ Previous BA and MA in archaeology and dead languages 

▸ Previous retail management with Indigo



WHAT HAPPENED?

▸ KM related co-op during library school 

▸ Networking landed me a job in KM at a reinsurance 
company after graduation 

▸ Recruited into a KM job from there 

▸ …… 

▸ …now customer support with a tech company?!?



WHY AM I HERE 
TODAY?



FOOD FOR THOUGHT

▸ Share the questions I wrestled with when making my 
decision to change jobs 

▸ Share the self-doubt I felt during the process 

▸ Prompt you to reflect on your current situation 

▸ Remind you that…



YOU’RE NOT 
ALONE!



WHAT HAPPENS AFTER YOU GET THE JOB?

▸ A lot of focus is placed in library school on getting a job  

▸ I can’t in good conscience tell you to not take something when you need 
employment 

▸ Ask ourselves: 

▸ How do we react to pressure to get a job in the field right after 
graduation? 

▸ Do we think about what to do if the first job isn’t a good fit down the line? 

▸ What if the next job we find isn’t in the field?  

▸ What if we find that we’re better suited out of the field?



THE CROSSROADS

▸ Stay in the job 

▸ In the field 

▸ Income 

▸ Networks 

▸ Leave 

▸ Uncertain financially 

▸ Losing connections and references 

▸ Switching fields



THE QUESTIONS

▸ What makes a librarian or information professional? 

▸ A set of credentials?  

▸ A mindset?  

▸ My thoughts:  

▸ A commitment to the principles of library service and 
knowledge sharing and preservation 

▸ Example: my Mom



THE QUESTIONS

▸ Is ‘librarianship’ something you are or something you do? 

▸ Depends heavily on your personality type  

▸ My thoughts:  

▸ As dedicated as you are, you are still a whole and 
complete person outside of your job 

▸ You have value and worth outside of your job



THE QUESTIONS

▸ Do you have to earn money in the field for it to ‘count’? 

▸ My thoughts:  

▸ No - Am I exhibiting the principles I learned and 
committed to? Then I’m a librarian  

▸ HOWEVER, that isn’t to say that you shouldn’t be paid 
fairly for your labour



THE QUESTIONS

▸ What transferable skills do a degree or diploma in LIS give you? 

▸ My thoughts:  

▸ So many!  

▸ Don’t discount “soft” skills (customer support, event planning, 
volunteer management, people management, project 
management, research, grant writing, teaching…) 

▸ Look for “hard” skills that you can transfer (databases, records 
management, different software, principles of cataloguing…)



THE QUESTIONS

▸ How else can you engage in your profession outside of your 
job? 

▸ My thoughts:  

▸ Volunteer (example: OLA) 

▸ Online (example: #critlib chat on Twitter) 

▸ In person (example: Librarians who Beer, NLS Symposium) 

▸ Reach out to colleagues - sarah@sarahamorrison.net 

mailto:sarah@sarahamorrison.net


WHAT’S THE 
TAKEAWAY?



TAKEAWAYS

▸ It’s not easy to face that a job is doing you harm 

▸ There are many factors as to whether you can even 
consider making a career change (financial especially) 

▸  Even still, you are important and your health (physical, 
mental, spiritual) is important 

▸ Ask yourself: Is where I am letting me fully realize the way I 
want to contribute to the profession? Is where I am helping 
me be happy and healthy?



TAKEAWAYS

▸ If you go to a job that’s outside of the profession, you have 
not failed 

▸ If you are exploring librarianship outside of your paid job, 
you’re still an information professional 

▸ If you need to totally leave the profession, it wasn’t a waste 

▸ If you need to change your life to take care of yourself, 
that’s a completely valid choice



YOU’RE NOT ALONE!

▸ If no one else, you’ve made a new contact in me :) 

▸ sarah@sarahamorrison.net 

▸ @_sarahamorrison on Twitter

mailto:sarah@sarahamorrison.net


THANK YOU 
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